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Forty-eight Guinea Pigs Reported Under Reporting Code E: 

Guinea pigs are utilized to evaluate the efficacy and toxicity of investigational antifungal 
agents for the treatment of pulmonary aspergillosis. The advent of sophisticated life 
saving medical procedures, such as organ transplantation, intensive cytotoxic 
chemotherapy against cancer, and the prevalence of HIV infection in recent years have 
dramatically altered the immune status of the patient population during the past ten 
years. Consequently, the incidence of Aspergillus infection has increased significantly 
among caner patients, organ transplant recipients and AIDS patients. Although fungal 
infection due to A. fumigatus has emerged as a serious clinical problem in 
immunocompromised patients, the choice of antifungal agents highly effective against 
A. fumigatus is unfortunately very limited. In this guinea pig model, a variety of novel 
antifungal agents are evaluated in the treatment of pulmonary aspergillosis. Clinical 
symptoms of this infection are treated with antifungal agents (except in control animals) 
and both dietary and fluid supplementation. Animals that do not respond to treatment 
(and control animals) are euthanized at the onset of anorexia, fever, dyspnea, or body 
weight loss greater than 20%. 
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Forty-eight Guinea Pigs Reported Under Reporting Code E: 

Guinea pigs are utilized to evaluate the efficacy and toxicity of investigational antifungal 
agents for the treatment of pulmonary aspergillosis. The advent of sophisticated life 
saving medical procedures, such as organ transplantation, intensive cytotoxic 
chemotherapy against cancer, and the prevalence of HIV infection in recent years have 
dramatically altered the immune status of the patient population during the past ten 
years. Consequently, the incidence of Aspergillus infection has increased significantly 
among caner patients, organ transplant recipients and AIDS patients. Although fungal 
infection due to A. fumigatus has emerged as a serious clinical problem in 
immunocompromised patients, the choice of antifungal agents highly effective against 
A. fumigatus is unfortunately very limited. In this guinea pig model, a variety of novel 
antifungal agents are evaluated in the treatment of pulmonary aspergillosis. Clinical 
symptoms of this infection are treated with antifungal agents (except in control animals) 
and both dietary and fluid supplementation. Animals that do not respond to treatment 
(and control animals) are euthanized at the onset of anorexia, fever, dyspnea, or body 
weight loss greater than 20%. 



